
65th Street Reconstruction Project

Project Overview
I.  About the Project
As part of its Sweet Streets initiative, The City of Richfield is 
planning for the reconstruction of 65th Street in 2020. The 
project will extend from Grand Avenue on the west end to 
Nicollet Avenue on the east end. The project will evaluate 
corridor improvements to balance mobility, access, and non-
motorized uses along the roadway, as well as improvements to 
the public utilities. 

The City has recognized this as a unique opportunity to revisit 
the street’s design and function, to ensure they represent the 
best approach to meet the community’s transportation needs 
into the future.

II.  Project Contacts
Have Questions? Want to Provide us Feedback? Please reach 
out to these contacts and let us know what you think!

Jeff Pearson, P.E. City of Richfield
City Engineer
Phone: (612)861-9791
Email: jpearson@richfieldmn.gov

III.  Project Timeline
The approximate timeline for this project is:

Tyler Newhall, P.E. Stonebrooke Engineering
Consulting Engineer
Phone: (952)540-4844
Email: tnewhall@stonebrookeengineering.com
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65th Street Reconstruction Project

Project Goals adapted from City of Richfield’s guiding principles and Sweet Streets Initiative

What do 
you think?

I.  Multimodal Design
Utilize innovative and non-traditional design standards in a 
way that is equitable for all modes/users, including bicycle, 
pedestrian, transit, and intermodal travel.

II.  Connectivity and Public Realm
Connect public realm amenities so that a range of inter-modal 
activities support how neighborhood residents travel to and 
from destinations.

III.  Local Economy
Support all businesses in the local economy and provide a safe 
and more convenient way to access and connect across all 
modes.

IV.  Design for People
Consider how people will use community amenities and 
facilities, addressing universal accessibility and the comfort, 
safety, and convenience of all users.

V.  Community Character & Identity
Recognize and respond to community character and 
features with appropriate design, speeds, wayfinding, and 
amenities.

VI.  Sustainable Solutions
Utilize solutions that are adaptable, flexible, built to last, and 
consider implications of long term maintenance.

VII.  Health and Active Lifestyles
Incorporate elements that encourage comfortable corridors 
and places to walk and bike to, via safe and well-landscaped 
routes that connect the community.

VIII.  Unique Location
Support a well-designed and functional system which 
complements local land use and capitalizes on Richfield’s 
unique location through access to regional multimodal 
system.

Put a dot next to 
the project goals 
you think are 
most important 
for the 65th Street 
Reconstruction 
Project



65th Street Reconstruction Project

Plans & Policies

Sweet 
Streets 
Initiative

Bicycle 
Master 
Plan 
(2012)

Pedestrian 
Master 
Plan 
(2018)

Sidewalk Standards 
and Snow Plowing 
Policies

Distracted 
Driving 
InitiativeLakes at 

Lyndale 
Connectivity 
Plan (2013)

Complete 
Streets 
Policy

Comprehensive 
Plan Update

Richfield Hub 
Redevelopment
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65th Street Reconstruction Project

What We’ve Learned

Common Themes from Open House #1 (December 2018)
Input Received Users Affected Tools Available*

•	Improve and develop safe 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities Pedestrians / Bicyclists

•	On-Street bike lanes
•	Cycle track
•	Sidewalk / Trail

•	Pedestrian crossing  
improvements Pedestrians

•	Raised median
•	Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon (RRFB)
•	Crosswalk signage and striping

•	65th Street Improvements - 
Intersection with Nicollet Avenue Drivers / Pedestrians / Bicyclists •	Compact roundabout

•	Signal improvements

•	65th Street Improvements -  
Lane Configurations and 
minimizing property impacts

Drivers / Pedestrians / Bicyclists
•	3-Lane section (reduced road width)
•	2-Lane section w/turn lanes (reduced road width)
•	4-Lane section w/turn lanes

•	Improve access / reduce conflicts Drivers / Pedestrians / Bicyclists

•	Right-in / Right-out access
•	3/4 access
•	Roundabout
•	Reconnecting the Grid

•	Consider on-street parking Drivers •	On-street parking
•	Bumpouts with bike lanes

•	Railroad crossing in poor 
condition Drivers / Pedestrians / Bicyclists •	At-grade surface improvements

*Tools Available may apply to both 65th Street and Nicollet Avenue portions of the project



65th Street Reconstruction Project

Addressing the Problem

Community Problem Statement:

Goal: to address access needs and safety 
in design through consideration of:

Combining the Guiding Principles and public input, we’ve identified the following:

While considering the redevelopment of the adjacent Hub Shopping 
Center, ensure that the 65th Street Reconstruction Project also addresses 
access needs, safety, and comfort for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers

1.	 Reallocating Space - Allocate space for walking, bicycling, parking (as needed), 
snow storage, and green space while maintaining adequate traffic capacity for 
motor vehicles

2.	 Reducing crash severity by slowing traffic and reducing conflict points

3.	 Coordinating improvements with adjacent redevelopment project



65th Street Reconstruction Project

Corridor Improvement Tool:
Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

Cycle Track Sidewalk

Bike Lane Shared Use Trail



65th Street Reconstruction Project

Corridor Improvement Tool: 
Consider Parking Options

Typical On-Street Parking Bump-Out with Bike Lane

The demand and need for on-street parking will likely be driven by adjacent development



65th Street Reconstruction Project

Corridor Improvement Tool:
Railroad Crossing Upgrade

Improve Crossing at 65th / Pleasant*

MnDOT Rail Office will determine the crossing control devices used
*Photo is an example of what an improved crossing could look like



65th Street Reconstruction Project

Intersection Tool: Compact 
Roundabout / Signal Improvements

Compact Roundabout Signal Improvements

Site Specific Benefits:
•	 Lower vehicle speeds
•	 Fewer vehicle and pedestrian conflict points
•	 Traversable island to accomodate large vehicles
•	 Potential to reduce vehicle delay times

Site Specific Benefits:
•	 Likely to have less property impacts
•	 Likely to have lower construction cost as    
  infrastructure is in place

•	 Shorter construction duration with less impacts
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Corridor Improvement Tool: 
Pedestrian Crossing Improvements

Raised Median Crossing

Pedestrian Signage

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB)
Benefits:
•	 Reduced vehicle speeds
•	 Fewer conflict points
•	 Pedestrian crossing  
  refuge

Benefits:
•	 Low cost
•	 Increase vehicle  
  awareness to  
  pedestrian crossings

Benefits:
•	 Increase driver yield   
  behavior from 7% before  
  to 81% after

•	 Pedestrian activated
•	 Increased crossing visibility



65th Street Reconstruction Project

Corridor Improvement Tool: 
Improving Neighborhood Access

Improving Neighborhood Access 
by Reconnecting the Grid

Benefits:
Improved access to HUB

Additional entrance and exit points 
to neighborhood

More access points for emergency 
vehicles

Ability to utilize 65th Street for 
access and not rely solely on 
Nicollet Avenue
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*A 4 to 3 lane conversion with medians would modify access to/from this neighborhood



65th Street Reconstruction Project

Corridor Improvement Tool: 
Lane Configurations

3-Lane 2-Lane with Turn Lanes

Safety Benefits:
•	 Speed

•	Reduces excessive speeding
•	Slight decrease in average speed

•	 Conflict Points
•	Fewer conflict points for crossing traffic and pedestrians  
(shorter crossing distance)

•	Proven to reduce crashes on 4-lane to 3-lane conversions
•	 Space

•	Narrows roadway footprint
•	Allows space for on-street bicycling, parking, or green space

Additional Safety Benefits Beyond 3-Lane:
•		 Further reduces project footprint
•		 Potential to provide pedestrian refuge
•		 May add more space for other facilities



 Crossing   Turning
  Merge/ 

Diverge Total

Typical Crash Rate 
(crashes per mil.  

entering vehicles)

Full Access  4 12 16 32 0.3

Full Access T 0 3 6 9 0.3

3/4 Access 0 2 8 10 0.2

Right In/Out Access 0 0 4 4 0.1

65th Street Reconstruction Project

Corridor Improvement Tool: 
Reducing Conflict Points

Reducing Conflict Points:
Conflict points are locations where vehicle 
paths merge, diverge, or cross (also applies to 
pedestrians and bicycles)

Safety research suggests intersection crash rates 
are related to the number of conflict points

Controlling access by reducing the number of 
driveways and intersections reduces the number 
of conflict points

A reduction in conflict points generally improves 
safety by reducing the number of crashes and 
the crash severity

Full Access

Reduction to
Right In/Out Access

Reduction to
3/4 Access

Source: MnDOT Safety Handbook
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